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Introduction 

Figure 1: Pathways into adult criminal court in 2015 

 

Source: DOJ, 2016b. 
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2015 Update and Prospects for Reform  

Figure 2: Change in the rates of serious juvenile felony arrest and direct file, 2014 to 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: DOJ, 2016a; DOJ, 2016b; Puzzanchera, 2016. 

                                                                 
1 Data are not available on the number of offenses that qualify for adult court prosecution in each county, each year. 

Therefore, “serious juvenile felony arrests” serve as a proxy for direct file eligible offenses and include offense categories 

defined by the California Department of Justice (DOJ), such as homicide, forcible rape, robbery, assault, kidnapping, 

narcotics, dangerous drugs, lewd or lascivious acts, unlawful sexual intercourse, other sex law violations, and arson.   
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Takeaway 

The statewide rate of direct 

file increased from 2014 to 

2015 despite a decline in 

the rate of serious juvenile 

felony arrests. 
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Geographic Disparities 
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Figure 3: County rates of direct file per 1,000 serious juvenile felony arrests, 2014 and 2015  

Source: DOJ, 2016a; DOJ, 2016b.  

Note: Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo, Lake, Lassen, Mariposa, Modoc, 

Mono, Plumas, San Benito, San Mateo, Sierra, and Siskiyou counties are excluded from Figure 3 because they reported no 

direct file cases in 2014 or 2015. Trinity County is excluded because its 2015 rate is an outlier that, when compared to 

other counties, detracts from notable rate changes. Trinity County reported one serious felony arrest in 2015 and one 

direct file case, which resulted in a direct file rate of 1,000 per 1,000 serious felony arrests.  

Takeaway 

Direct file rates increased in 24 counties from 2014 to 2015, and continued to vary widely by county.  
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Disparities by Race and Ethnicity 

Figure 4: Disparity gap in rate of direct file per 100,000 youth ages 14-17 

Source: DOJ, 2016b; DOJ, 2016c; Puzzanchera, 2016. 

Takeaway 

Latino youth were 3.4 times 

more likely to be direct filed 

than White youth, and Black 

youth were 10.8 times more 

likely to be direct filed than 

White youth in 2015.  



 
6 | P a g e  

Figure 5: Disparity gap by county in the rate of direct file per 100,000 youth ages 14-17, 2015 

 

Source: DOJ, 2016b; Puzzanchera, 2016.  

Note: In some counties, the disparity gap between White youth and youth of color could not be computed because no 

White youth were direct filed in 2015. Those counties are represented with solid bars. 

 

 

Takeaway 

Many counties direct filed charges against Latino youth and Black youth at far higher rates, per 

capita, than White youth. Thirteen counties direct filed Black or Latino youth, but no White youth. 

California counties that direct filed youth in 2014, Black youth were far more likely than White youth 

to be direct filed. In these counties, Black youth were two to 25 times as likely to be direct filed as 

White youth, with nine counties direct filing Black youth but no White youth.   
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Conclusion 
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Appendix A: 2015 Direct File Rates (per 100,000 youth ages 14-17) 

 Total White Black Latino 

Direct 
Files (DF) 

DF rate 
per capita 

Direct 
Files (DF) 

DF rate 
per capita 

Direct 
Files (DF) 

DF rate 
per capita 

X more 
likely than 

White 

Direct 
Files (DF) 

DF rate 
per capita 

X more likely 
than White 

California 492 23.9 51 8.4 124 90.1 10.8 299 28.8 3.4 

Alameda County 10 13.6 0 0 7 72.3 NA 3 13.1 NA 

Alpine County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Amador County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Butte County 1 9.6 1 15.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Calaveras County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Colusa County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Contra Costa County 17 27.5 3 12.4 9 125.6 10.2 5 25.3 2.0 

Del Norte County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

El Dorado County 4 39.8 2 27.2 0 0 0 2 108.7 4.0 

Fresno County 13 21.7 2 15.2 6 177.4 11.7 5 13.6 0.9 

Glenn County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Humboldt County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Imperial County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Inyo County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Kern County 8 14.5 0 0 8 251.7 NA 0 0 NA 

Kings County 6 68.7 3 139.2 1 230.9 1.7 2 35.2 0.3 

Lake County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Lassen County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Los Angeles County 7 1.3 1 1.0 1 2.2 2.2 5 1.6 1.5 

Madera County 5 52.9 0 0 1 448.4 NA 4 61.0 NA 

Marin County 2 16.4 1 11.9 1 275.5 23.1 0 0 0 

Mariposa County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Mendocino County 1 23.5 0 0 0 0 NA 1 62.5 NA 

Merced County 6 33.5 0 0 0 0 NA 6 49.3 NA 

Modoc County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Mono County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Monterey County 5 21.4 0 0 0 0 NA 5 29.7 NA 

Napa County 3 40.9 0 0 0 0 NA 2 57.3 NA 

Nevada County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Orange County 45 26.7 0 0 1 30.4 NA 41 54.4 NA 

Placer County 3 14.3 1 6.8 1 179.5 26.2 0 0 0 

Plumas County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Riverside County 47 32.4 4 10.3 5 48.7 4.7 35 40.4 3.9 

Sacramento County 37 46.1 4 13.0 21 190.8 14.7 9 37.7 2.9 

San Benito County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

San Bernardino County 52 39.6 4 14.0 21 171.4 12.3 27 32.8 2.3 

San Diego County 5 3.2 0 0 0 0 NA 3 4.2 NA 

San Francisco County 5 22.5 0 0 1 52.9 NA 3 61.2 NA 

San Joaquin County 50 108.4 2 16.9 19 479.6 28.3 29 125.9 7.4 

San Luis Obispo County 2 17.2 1 14.7 0 0 NA 1 24.3 1.7 

San Mateo County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Santa Barbara County 15 69.7 1 14.7 1 234.7 16.0 13 98.8 6.7 

Santa Clara County 20 21.5 1 3.8 2 73.8 19.3 16 48.8 12.8 

Santa Cruz County 8 65.3 0 0 0 0 NA 8 139.8 NA 

Shasta County 1 11.1 0 0 1 383.1 NA 0 0 NA 

Sierra County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Siskiyou County 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 NA 

Solano County 14 61.3 3 43.1 4 102.1 2.4 7 86.2 2.0 

Sonoma County 6 25.2 1 8.0 1 159.7 19.9 4 43.0 5.4 

Stanislaus County 6 18.2 2 18.0 1 87.1 4.9 3 16.4 0.9 

Sutter County 5 86.4 1 41.5 1 609.8 14.7 3 135.5 3.3 

Tehama County 3 86.6 3 145.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trinity County 1 200.4 1 258.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tulare County 24 77.1 3 45.6 0 0 0 21 91.6 2.0 

Tuolumne County 3 136.6 1 58.8 1 2777.8 47.3 0 0 0 

Ventura County 22 46.6 2 11.0 3 285.4 26.1 15 61.6 5.6 

Yolo County 9 87.4 0 0 0 0 NA 9 201.0 NA 

Yuba County 21 498.0 3 152.0 6 2912.6 19.2 12 751.9 4.9 
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Appendix B:  2015 Direct Files Rates (per 1,000 Serious Juvenile Felony Arrests) 

 Total White Black Latino 

Serious 

Felony 

Arrests 

Direct 

Files  

(DF) 

DF Rate 

per 

arrest 

Serious 

Felony 

Arrests 

Direct 

Files  

(DF) 

DF Rate 

per 

arrest 

Serious 

Felony 

Arrests 

Direct 

Files  

(DF) 

DF Rate 

per 

arrest 

X more 

likely 

than 

White 

Serious 

Felony 

Arrests 

Direct 

Files  

(DF) 

DF Rate 

per 

arrest 

X more 

likely 

than 

White 

California 8,806 492 55.9 1,617 51 31.5 2,435 124 50.9 1.6 4,319 299 69.2 2.2 

Alameda County 356 10 28.1 34 0 0 206 7 34.0 NA 91 3 33.0 NA 

Alpine County 0 0 NA 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Amador County 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 NA 2 0 0 NA 

Butte County 39 1 25.6 25 1 40 5 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 

Calaveras County 11 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 NA 4 0 0 NA 

Colusa County 6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 NA 3 0 0 NA 

Contra Costa County 229 17 74.2 43 3 69.8 112 9 80.4 1.2 57 5 87.7 1.3 

Del Norte County 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

El Dorado County 24 4 166.7 18 2 111.1 2 0 0 0 4 2 500 4.5 

Fresno County 276 13 47.1 23 2 87.0 70 6 85.7 1.0 175 5 28.6 0.3 

Glenn County 8 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 NA 3 0 0 NA 

Humboldt County 20 0 0 17 0 0 1 0 0 NA 1 0 0 NA 

Imperial County 34 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 NA 31 0 0 NA 

Inyo County 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Kern County 210 8 38.1 44 0 0 65 8 123.1 NA 97 0 0 NA 

Kings County 94 6 63.8 25 3 120 14 1 71.4 0.6 53 2 37.7 0.3 

Lake County 16 0 0 9 0 0 1 0 0 NA 3 0 0 NA 

Lassen County 7 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 NA 1 0 0 NA 

Los Angeles County 2214 7 3.2 177 1 5.6 788 1 1.3 0.2 1192 5 4.2 0.7 

Madera County 37 5 135.1 9 0 0 5 1 200 NA 23 4 173.9 NA 

Marin County 52 2 38.5 23 1 43.5 8 1 125.0 2.9 19 0 0 0 

Mariposa County 0 0 NA 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Mendocino County 25 1 40 12 0 0 3 0 0 NA 6 1 166.7 NA 

Merced County 121 6 49.6 19 0 0 10 0 0 NA 89 6 67.4 NA 

Modoc County 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Mono County 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Monterey County 102 5 49.0 12 0 0 10 0 0 NA 79 5 63.3 NA 

Napa County 26 3 115.4 8 0 0 2 0 0 NA 14 2 142.9 NA 

Nevada County 24 0 0 17 0 0 3 0 0 NA 3 0 0 NA 

Orange County 455 45 98.9 80 0 0 18 1 55.6 NA 312 41 131.4 NA 

Placer County 51 3 58.8 29 1 34.5 4 1 250 7.3 17 0 0 0 

Plumas County 3 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Riverside County 376 47 125.0 75 4 53.3 92 5 54.3 1.0 193 35 181.3 3.4 

Sacramento County 391 37 94.6 75 4 53.3 209 21 100.5 1.9 87 9 103.4 1.9 

San Benito County 31 0 0 9 0 0 1 0 0 NA 21 0 0 NA 

San Bernardino County 865 52 60.1 168 4 23.8 295 21 71.2 3.0 378 27 71.4 3.0 

San Diego County 623 5 8.0 140 0 0 129 0 0 NA 309 3 9.7 NA 

San Francisco County 92 5 54.3 12 0 0 57 1 17.5 NA 0 3 0 NA 

San Joaquin County 317 50 157.7 67 2 29.9 96 19 197.9 6.6 134 29 216.4 7.3 

San Luis Obispo County 25 2 80 15 1 66.7 1 0 0 0 9 1 111.1 1.7 

San Mateo County 107 0 0 20 0 0 13 0 0 NA 55 0 0 NA 

Santa Barbara County 122 15 123.0 25 1 40 7 1 142.9 3.6 85 13 152.9 3.8 

Santa Clara County 364 20 54.9 59 1 16.9 31 2 64.5 3.8 233 16 68.7 4.1 

Santa Cruz County 67 8 119.4 17 0 0 3 0 0 NA 45 8 177.8 NA 

Shasta County 27 1 37.0 20 0 0 4 1 250 NA 1 0 0 NA 

Sierra County 0 0 NA 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Siskiyou County 5 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 NA 0 0 0 NA 

Solano County 181 14 77.3 44 3 68.2 75 4 53.3 0.8 53 7 132.1 1.9 

Sonoma County 95 6 63.2 32 1 31.3 11 1 90.9 2.9 44 4 90.9 2.9 

Stanislaus County 206 6 29.1 46 2 43.5 36 1 27.8 0.6 114 3 26.3 0.6 

Sutter County 28 5 178.6 10 1 100 6 1 166.7 1.7 12 3 250 2.5 

Tehama County 15 3 200 12 3 250 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 

Trinity County 1 1 1000 1 1 1000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tulare County 144 24 166.7 32 3 93.8 9 0 0 0 101 21 207.9 2.2 

Tuolumne County 9 3 333.3 7 1 142.9 1 1 1000 7.0 1 0 0 0 

Ventura County 166 22 132.5 39 2 51.3 12 3 250 4.9 111 15 135.1 2.6 

Yolo County 57 9 157.9 15 0 0 8 0 0 NA 33 9 272.7 NA 

Yuba County 44 21 477.3 23 3 130.4 10 6 600 4.6 10 12 1200 9.2 
 


