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FEBRUARY 23, 2006

An act to add Section 14029.5 to the Welfare and
Code, relating to Medi-Cal eligibility.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 1469, Cedillo Medi-Cal: eligibility: juveni

Existing law provides for the Medi-Cal program,
administered by the State Department of Health Serv
which qualified low-income persons receive health ¢
Medi-Cal program is governed, in part, by federal M
provisions.

Existing law places specified juvenile offenders
juvenile detention facilities.

This bill, commencing January 1, 2008, would req
juvenile detention facility to provide specified in
to a ward of the county who is scheduled to be rele
appropriate county welfare department, and would re
to initiate an application and determine the indivi
for the Medi-Cal program, as specified. The bill wo
county, if the ward is a minor, to give a parent or
opportunity to opt out of this eligibility determin
would require a county welfare department to provid
documentation to enable the ward to receive medical
her release from custody, as specified.

This bill would require the department, by June
consultation with designated entities, to establish
procedures necessary to implement the bill. The bil
the department to implement its provisions by means
letters or similar instructions, and thereafter to
regulations, as necessary. The bill would require t
seek any federal waivers necessary for its implemen
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program and of county juvenile detention facilities
impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to
agencies and school districts for certain costs man
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures fo
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuan
statutory provisions.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS F

SECTION 1. Section 14029.5 is added to the Welfa
Institutions Code, to read:

14029.5. (a) (1) Commencing January 1, 2008, im
following the issuance of an order of the juvenile
to the disposition of a ward of the county, committ
juvenile hall, camp, or ranch for 30 days or longer
juvenile detention facility shall provide the appro
welfare department with the ward's name, his or her
actual release date, any known information regardin
Medi-Cal status prior to disposition, and sufficien
when available, for the county welfare department t
process of determining the ward's eligibility for b
chapter, including, if the ward is a minor, contact
the ward's parent or guardian, if available.

(2) If the ward is a minor, prior to providing i
county welfare department pursuant to paragraph (1)
juvenile detention facility shall notify the parent
writing, of its intention to submit the information
paragraph to the county welfare department. The par
shall be given a reasonable time to opt out of the
eligibility determination provided for under this s
case the county juvenile detention facility shall n
paragraph (1).

(3) For purposes of this section, "ward" means a
custody of a county juvenile detention facility.

(b) (1) Upon receipt of the information describe
of subdivision (a), and pursuant to the protocols a
developed pursuant to subdivision (c) the county we
shall initiate an application and determine the ind
eligibility for benefits under the Medi-Cal program
minor, the county welfare department shall promptly
parent or guardian to arrange for completion of the
county shall expedite the application of a ward who
information provided pursuant to paragraph (1) of s
is scheduled to be released in fewer than 45 days.

(2) If the county welfare department determines
not meet the eligibility requirements for the Medi-
county welfare department, with the consent of the
guardian, if the ward is a minor, shall forward the
information to the appropriate entity to determine
the Healthy Families Program, or other appropriate
program, as determined by the department.
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(3) If the county welfare department determines
eligibility requirements for the Medi-Cal program,
provide sufficient documentation to enable the ward
necessary medical care upon his or her release from

(c) By June 1, 2007, the department, in consulta
Chief Probation Officers of California and the Coun
Directors Association, shall establish the protocol
necessary to implement this section.

(d) Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government C
department shall implement this section by means of
letters or similar instructions, without taking any
regulatory action. Thereafter, the department shall
regulations, as necessary, to implement this sectio
with the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing wi
of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Governmen

(e) The department shall seek any federal waiver
the implementation of this section.

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates dete
act contains costs mandated by the state, reimburse
agencies and school districts for those costs shall
to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Divisi
the Government Code.
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