Programs that Work – for Everyone
Community-based programs help stop crime before it starts.
•

Kids who are unsupervised three or more days a week are at least twice as
likely to get into trouble.1

•

Creating after-school programs can reduce gang activity and reduce youth
law violations by as much as two-thirds.2

•

Participation in effective anti-truancy programs can reduce the likelihood of
arrest.3

•

Effective family-based community programs have been proven to significantly
reduce future arrests.4

•

Programs that teach kids to better manage their behaviors have been proven
to reduce future arrests.5

•

One Arkansas community-based re-entry program has helped kids and their
families learn techniques to encourage positive behaviors. Of 175 youth who
received this service, only 12 have committed another crime.6

Community-based programs are less expensive than placing kids in state
custody.
•

The total cost of treating a child in an Arkansas lockup is approximately
$131,000 per year.7
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•

Family-therapy programs can save as much as $14 for every $1 invested.8

•

Every high-risk child who is prevented from living a life of crime can save
taxpayers $1.7 million to $2.3 million.9

•

Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care can provide an $88,953 net benefit
to crime victims and taxpayers per participant.10

•

In Florida, the state has saved taxpayers more than $36 million over four
years and avoided $5.2 million in prison costs by placing troubled youth in
community-based treatment programs instead of lockup.11

Community-based interventions help kids learn to be productive citizens.
•

Holding kids in lockup can glamorize bad behavior.12

•

Individualized community-based programs keep troubled youth from
influencing each other while providing more effective care.13

•

Kids who participate in community-based programs tailored to their individual
needs are proven to have increased school attendance, fewer disciplinary
problems, and higher GPAs. Providing services such as family and individual
counseling, academic support, vocational and job training, substance abuse
treatment, anti-aggression training and life skills training make this
improvement possible.14

•

Community-based programs in Arkansas have been up to 93% successful in
preventing future arrests.15

•

In one Arkansas multi-systemic therapy (MST) program, more than 75% of
the youth who participated have been discharged from probation and are
engaged, contributing citizens.16

•

MST can provide a benefit of more than $13 for every dollar spent, totaling a
net benefit of $17,194 to crime victims and taxpayers per youth treated.17
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