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Regular Session, 2009 ACT NO. 253 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 302
BY SENATOR BROOME

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 15:902.3(A) and 902.4(A), (B) and (D), relative to the
Department of Corrections; to provide relative to juvenile placement; to provide
relative to the conversion of Jetson Center for Youth; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 15:902.3(A) and 902.4(A), (B) and (D) are hereby amended and

reenacted to read as follows:
8902.3. Juvenile placement review process

A. Thelegidature hereby finds that in order to improve our juvenile justice

system it is necessary that every juvenilein the custody of the Department of Public
Safety and Corrections be reviewed periodically in order to determine whether the
juvenileis placed in the least restrictive placement most appropriate to their needs
and consistent with the circumstances of the case and the protection of the best
interests of society and the safety of the public within the state. In order to facilitate
the transition of the Swanson Correctional Center for Y outh-Madison Parish Unit
and Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge Parish Unit to alternate adult of fender

utilization as provided in R.S. 15:902.2, and facilitate the conversion of Jetson

Center for Youth-East Baton RougeParish Unit toaregional tr eatment facility,

the provisions of this Section shall be applicable.

* * *

§8902.4. €losdre Conversion of Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge Parish

Unit to a regional treatment asafacility for juveniles

A.(1) By June 30, 2009, the Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge Parish

Unit shall retengerbetsed-asajuventefactity: be converted to a regional
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SB NO. 302 ENROLLED

treatment facility and renamed the Louis Jetson Center for Youth. The

buildings of the Louis Jetson Center for Youth will be located together in a

small area on the existing Jetson property. The facility shall have a design

capacity aligned with national best practices. The design shall limit the

dor mitory capacity to twelveyouths, and implement ather apeutic setting. The

regional facility shall house not mor e than ninety-nine youths.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Subsection, the
governor by executive order and upon a declaration that there is a public safety
emergency which necessitates the use of Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge
Parish Unit asajuvenilefacility may extend the etestre conver sion date by a period

not to exceed five months from the date of issuance of the declaration of emergency.

(3) No provision of this Subsection shall prohibit the department from etestag

converting Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge Parish Unit to the L ouis

Jetson Center for Youth at any time prior to June 30, 2009, should the protection

and public safety of society permit.
B.(1) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of juvenile
justice shall develop a comprehensive plan for transitioning of these youth and

conversion of the facility based upon the health, safety, and best interest of each

child and the protection and public safety of society. The comprehensive plan shall

include thefoHowtng: strategies and activitiesto incor por ate the following:

(a) Use of standardized and validated assessment of youth risk need

factors.

(b) Useof treatment inter ventionsthat tar get known predictor sof crime

and recidivism to preparefor youth offendersfor successin the community.

(c) Use of evidence-based programs.

(d) Staff development.

(e) Family involvement.

(f)_Continuous guality improvement and evaluation of programs.
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(0) Staff-to-youthratioin secur efacilitieswith planstoachieveastaffing

structur e consistent with positive behavior treatment models.

(h) Statisticsof percentageof youth involved in fightsin secur efacilities

with improvement plans.

(i) A time line that highlights the benchmarks to successful

implementation of theplan. Theplan shall besubmitted to the JuvenileJustice

| mplementation Commission no later than December 30, 2009. Thereafter, a

progress report on the plan shall be submitted on an annual basis to the

Juvenile Justice | mplementation Commission.

te)(j) A recommendation for implementation and funding for three regional
youth centers with populations not to exceed ferty-etght ninety-nine youths and
hetsthg dormitory units not to exceed twelve youths. Each center shall execute

effective educational and therapeutic practices.

(k) In conjunction with the Juvenile Justice Reform Act Implementation
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Commission shatt, devel op acomprehensive needs assessment plan for determining
the quantity and location of additional community-based treatment and supervision
programs for youth within the Louisiana juvenile justice system.

tg)-(I)Fheptan-shotteHnetude recommendations Recommendations for the

development of operating procedures to ensure that the violence and other

documented problemsthat occurred at the Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge

Parish Unit are not replicated at anether L ouis Jetson Center for Youth or other

facilities where the youth are transferred.

(2) The secretary of the department shall submit the plan on or before

September-1,-2008; November 20, 2009, to the governor, to the Joint Legidative

Committee on the Budget, and to the Juvenile Justice Reform Act I mplementation
Commission created by R.S. 46:2751 et seq.

(3) Beginningon January 1, 2009, and every month thereafter until suchtime
as Jetson Center for Youth-East Baton Rouge Parish Unit is discontinted-as—a

fuventtefaettity; converted to the L ouis Jetson Center for Youth the department

office of juvenile justice shall submit to the Juvenile Justice Reform Act

Implementation Commission a status report detailing the following items:

(8 Thetotal number of youthsin the facility.

tehy(b) Other information requested by the commission.

* * *

D. The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall give a hiring
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preference to any employee who has been involuntarily dismissed astheresult of the
etosdre conver sion of the Jetson Center for Y outh-East Baton Rouge Unit to fill an

opening in the workforce of the office of juvenilejustice for which that employeeis

qualified.
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
APPROVED:
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