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SPONSOR: Rep. Barbieri & Rep. J. Johnson & Rep. Schooley

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
145th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 22

CREATING A TASK FORCE TO STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATONS FOR IMPROVING DELAWARE'’S
LAWS, REGULATIONS AND SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICIES RELANG TO SCHOOL DISCIPLINE AND
VIOLATIONS OF SCHOOL CODES OF CONDUCT.

WHEREAS, it the intent of the House of Represewtatithat all Delaware school children have the dppdy to
learn in a safe school environment, free of crime @olence; and

WHEREAS, it also the intent of the General Assenthbt all school children facing suspension or ésipn as a
result of an arrest or violation of a school codeanduct be treated fairly and equitably with apgpiate consideration
being given to their age and development; and

WHEREAS, although Federal and State laws and réguok mandate suspension or expulsion in certaiy ve
serious instances, in most school discipline prdicgss the local school board has a substantialegegf discretion; and

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives believes ‘teab tolerance” policies, which require suspensoy
expulsion of a student regardless of their ageéhercircumstances of their violation, should be ma=e only for the most
serious violations of a school’s code of condunt a

WHEREAS, in order to make sanctions imposed in sttiscipline proceedings more uniform and consistihe
House of Representatives believes it is appropt@tzeate a Task Force to study Delaware lawsjlatigns and school
district policies relating to school discipline avidlations of school codes of conduct.

NOW THEREFORE:

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representativeshef145th General Assembly of the State of Delawlzat
a Task Force be created for the purpose of studsimgj making recommendations for improving Delavnsaraws,
regulations and school district policies relatingsthool discipline and violations of school codésonduct.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task Force shalcbenprised of the following members:

1. Two members of the House of Representativese appointed by the Speaker of the House;

2. The Attorney General or of the Attorney Gerisrdésignee;

3. The Public Defender or the Public Defender’'sigieee;

4. The Chief Judge of the Delaware Family CoutherChief Judge’s designee;
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5. Two representative(s) from the Department afdation, one of whom shall have experience in sctitmate
and discipline and one of whom shall have expegencservices for children with disabilities, to tesignated by the
Secretary of Education;

6. The Secretary of Department of Health and $&gavices or the Secretary’s designee;

7. The Secretary of the Department of ServicesGbildren, Youth and their Families, or the Seangta
designee;

8. One School District Superintendent, or thesigieee, from each County, to be appointed by theakgr of the
House;

9. One member of the Delaware School Boards Aatoqi

10. One member of Delaware State Education Assocja

11. One member of the Delaware Association of ScAdministrators;

12. One school resource officer from each coutatyge designated by the Superintendent of the DelnBtate
Police; and.

13. One member of the Delaware Center for Judticke designated by the Executive Director.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Speaker shall deatg one of the House members to serve as
Chairperson of the Task Force;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairperson of fhask Force shall be responsible for guiding the
administration of the Task Force by, at a minimum:

1. setting a date, time and place for the ingiganizational meeting;

2. supervising the preparation and distributiomefeting notices, agendas, minutes, correspondandereports
of the Task Force; and

3. ensuring that the final report of the Task Edecsubmitted to the Speaker of the House of Reptatives, the
Director of the Division of Research of Legislati@euncil and the Delaware Public Archives.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task Force shabrsit a report of its findings and recommendations o
or before January 15, 2010.

SYNOPSIS

This House Resolution creates a Task Force to dbafigware’s laws, and regulations and school dispolicies
relating to school discipline and violations of esohcodes of conduct. The Task Force shall prepareport of its
findings and recommendations by January 15, 2010.
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