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Dear Friend,  

The Children's Policy and Law Initiative (CPLI) has had a great start to
2014!  Our network continues to expand with individuals, organizations and
university members participating in our public policy reform work.  Here is
a brief update on our progress:

As a National Juvenile Justice Network state member, we attended
the invitation only MacArthur Foundation 8th Annual Models
for Change National Working Conference in Washington, DC
on Dec. 16-17, to learn more about and share innovative strategies
and cutting edge work in our state and across the nation.

We have been invited to participate in the Great Lakes Equity Center
Annual Region V State Equity Leader's Summit 2014 in a panel
discussion School to Success v. School to Prison Pipeline on
April 28 at IUPUI.

We are now working on an expanded internet presence! Check out
our Member Page at National Juvenile Justice Network: 
http://www.njjn.org/our-members/Indiana.  Look for news
about our own website www.TheCPLI.org, Facebook Page and
Twitter in upcoming weeks!

Our Decriminalizing Youth Work Group is having success with
legislation to remove criminal gang activity, criminal gang
intimidation and drug-listed offenses from the direct file statute back
into juvenile court jurisdiction.  

Our Equitable School Discipline Work Group is experiencing
success reforming school discipline in Indiana.  After we worked with
many stakeholders to get HB 1287 School Discipline heard, key
legislators supported amending another education bill, HB 1319, to
recommend that the topic be studied this summer.

We formed an Education Advisory Council to engage educators
in a vibrant discussion about school discipline best practices.

We released a report on Indiana School Discipline Data for In-
School and Out-of-School Suspension for 2007-2012
prepared by Drs. Nick Abel and Brandie Oliver, Butler University. 
This report indicates that African American students in grades Kg
through 12 in Indiana are consistently disciplined through in-school
and out-of-school suspensions at higher rates than their white
counterparts.

We are planning for a 2nd Summit!  Be sure to save the date
Wednesday, October 8, 2014. 

CPLI in 2014 Legislative Session
Both CPLI legislative initiatives discussed at the October
Summit have been moving forward this session.  HB
1006 Reconciliation Criminal Law was successfully
amended to remove criminal gang activity, criminal gang
intimidation and drug-listed offenses from the direct file
statute, thereby reducing nearly a quarter of the
offenses that end up with children automatically being
tried in adult court. Nationally, African-American youth
represent only 17% of the overall youth population, but

they make up 30% of those arrested and 62% of those prosecuted in the
adult criminal system.  Research indicates that criminal gang and drug-
related charges have had a particularly adverse impact on DMC
(Disproportionate Minority Contact). The bill has made it through both Houses
with these provisions intact at this newsletter release.

UPDATE:  Equitable School
Discipline Work Group

In addition to our school discipline
legislative initiative, the Equitable

School Discipline Work Group has been
actively advancing CPLI work.

 
Four sub-committees have been

formed 
to focus on different aspects of school

discipline issues: Data, Family
Engagement, Professional Development

and Best Practices, and
Legislation/School Safety.

 
Members made a site visit to a Marion

County K-8 School that through
innovative alternatives and strategies

reduced out-
of-school suspensions from a high 606
in the 2009-2010 school year to 54 in
the 2012-2013 school year. The Work

Group is continuing to study model
school practices across the state and

nation.
 

The Education Advisory Council is
reaching out to professional

associations, college of education
faculty, educators and administrators in
multiple school districts, and conducting

conference calls among members to
discuss specific school discipline topics

and practices.
 

Contact Carole Craig 
carolecraig3417@comcast.net

UPDATE:  Decriminalization of
Youth Work Group

The Decriminalization of Youth Work
Group is planning to continue studying
direct file and waiver cases in Indiana.
 Currently, the work group is working

on a data project that would track
these cases as they move forward in

several counties.  Contact Amy
Karozos akarozos@youthlawteam.org;

or Erika Stallworth
estallworth@LaPorteCounty.org.   
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About 20 individuals and organizations testified in-person or in-writing during
a House Education Committee Hearing on HB 1287 School Discipline on
January 28.  At the heart of the discussion was the School Data Discipline
Report by Butler faculty which indicates that from 2007 through 2012, African
American students were consistently placed in both in-school and out-of-
school suspension at rates three times the amount of their white peers. 
Violence and illegal activity account for less than 10% of in-school
suspensions and less than 25% of out-of-school suspension.  Additionally,
information about the January 8 release of the Federal School Discipline
Guidance and Dear Colleague Letter was shared with legislators.  The US
Departments of Education and Justice released material promoting the fair
administration of school discipline and explaining the federal legal obligations
imposed on schools to administer school discipline free from racial/ethnic
discrimination.  http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-
201301-title-vi.pdf
 
The legislature is planning a major overhaul to its Interim Study Committee
Structure (SB 80). Numerous interim study committees potentially affecting
vulnerable populations were proposed to be eliminated by the bill, including
the newly created Commission on Improving the Status of Children.  The bill
was successfully amended to remove the children's commission from the
elimination list.  However several other commissions, including Mental Health
and Addiction and Developmental Disabilities are still being eliminated at this
newsletter release.  We plan to monitor how this restructuring evolves and its
impact on children's legislative issues.  Other bills that are on their way to
become law include:  school resource officer training and school safety (SB
85 and SB 343), underage drinking and medical emergencies (SB 227),
expungement (HB 1155), and expanded authority for the Department of
Correction Ombudsman (HB 1070).
 

Did You Know???
 
School Discipline - A groundbreaking Council of
State Governments School Discipline Study in 2011

indicated that large numbers of children in 7th-12th

grade in one of the nation's largest public school
systems (Texas) are being suspended and expelled
and that those disciplined students are more likely to
drop out, repeat grades or enter juvenile justice
system. http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc/system/files/Breaking_
School_Rules.pdf. National Center for Educational Statistics (2006) ranks
Indiana and Texas with similarly high rates of out-of-school suspension and
expulsion disciplinary practices.
 
Youth In Adult Criminal Justice System - Each year 100,000 youth are
placed in adult jails and prisons.  Since 2005, 23 states have changed policies
to discourage processing minors through the adult criminal justice system
when it isn't necessary. See State Trends Report, Campaign for Youth
Justice http://www.campaignforyouthjustice.org/component/content/article/1-
real-life/88-statetrends2013.html. Indiana is referenced twice in report for
limiting state's authority to house youth in adult jails and prisons, and for
changing mandatory minimum sentencing laws to take into account the
developmental differences between youth and adults, and allowing for post-
sentence review for youth sentenced as adults.

Thank you for your continued interest in our work.  Let us know if you
would like to join one of our many committees, activities or work groups. 

Sincerely,

JauNae Hanger, Chair of the Board of Directors    
jhanger@wapleshanger.com
 

UPDATE: CPLI Plans Second
Annual Summit for 2014

Based on the feedback we 
received from the 2013 Summit, we
are excited to hold a second summit!

The 2014 summit will continue focus on
public policy reform for children.We
anticipate offering a skill-building

session that will focus on best practices
for school discipline, a skill-building

session on legislative advocacy, and a
continued discussion on public policy

recommendations for the 2015
legislative session. 

 
CPLI will take a further look at trying

children as adults, school discipline and
school safety, and other contributors

that impact children entering
our juvenile and criminal

justice systems.  We will begin
a discussion about the importance of

how we respond to status
offenses (which is an offense

which would not be considered a crime
if committed by an adult, i.e., running

away, habitual truancy, or alcohol
consumption) and trauma informed

care are to reversing the
criminalization of children. 

 
 Trauma Informed Care 

http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/
 

 Status Offense
http://www.vera.org/pubs/status-

offense-responses-white-paper-courts-
communities

 
 

 
CHECK THIS OUT:

 

Check out the progress of detention 
reform in Indiana at

http://www.iyi.org/resources//docs/IYI-
Issue-Brief-JDAI-1302014.pdf
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