
Every year, we look forward to hosting our members 

and allies in this unique gathering – the only event 

specifically geared for advocates working on the 

broad array of youth justice policy needs through 

legislative and regulatory reforms. Our gatherings are 

always a time of learning, connecting, strategizing 

and regenerating for another year.   

While every year is great, this year is particularly 

special, because it’s being hosted by the alumni of 

our Youth Justice Leadership Institute (YJLI). We 

created the Institute six years ago because we 

recognized that our advocacy community was largely 

white, while the people who are negatively affected 

by our justice systems policies are largely people of 

color. We believe that the only path to the creation of 

a fair youth justice system – a system premised on a 

racially unjust structure -- is one which is led by the 

people who represent the communities most 

negatively affected by our justice systems. This is the 

genesis of the Institute -- a year-long fellowship for 

policy advocates of color who are committed to youth 

justice. Our goal is to identify, nurture, and elevate 

the leadership of advocates of color so that the 

changes we seek are meaningful, relevant, and 

pursued with urgency.  

We write this letter as our country reels from yet two 

more (publicly-known) brutal killings of black men 

by police and the retaliatory killings of five police 

officers in Dallas. It’s time for this community -- our 

NJJN family -- to stop, reflect and ask whether we are 

doing all we can to fight for racial justice.  

We believe that the work to dismantle white 

supremacy is inextricably linked to addressing 

injustices faced by system-involved youth. James 

Baldwin wrote that “[n]ot everything that is faced can 

be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is 

faced.” It is not until we acknowledge and face white 

supremacy head-on that we can truly eradicate racial 

and ethnic disparities and create a more racially 

inclusive youth justice movement.  

NJJN’s national office is marking this 2016 Forum as 

the launch of our work to be even more intentional in 

our efforts for racial justice – to place our race equity 

efforts at the forefront of our youth justice work. 

Over the course of the coming years, our members 

can expect to see an increased focus on racial justice 

coming from the national office. Working with our 

full Executive Committee voted in by the larger 

membership, we will set goals, identify benchmarks, 

involve the membership and report on our progress. 

We look forward to engaging in these efforts 

collectively. 

At this 2016 Forum, you will see some of the fruits of 

our members’ labors. Our forum planning committee 

has developed a four-hour racial justice workshop for 

our members for Tuesday, which we anticipate will 

generate many ideas for collective and individual 

projects and actions. And at our membership meeting, 

our racial justice working group will report out on the 

outcomes of their anti-racist capacity survey, which 

was filled out by the majority of our membership 

community. 

We are honored to be partners in this struggle with all 

of you who are so diligently fighting for justice every 

day for our youth and families.  

WELCOME TO THE FORUM FROM NJJN’S LEADERSHIP 

In partnership and solidarity, 

Sarah Bryer, Director  LaShunda Hill, Co-Chair Jody E. Owens, II, Co-Chair 



INVITATION-ONLY 
 
8:30-9:45 am Breakfast 

 

9:45 am-11:00 am Advocacy Training  

 

11:00am-3:00 pm Join General 

 Program 

8:30 -9:00 am Breakfast 

9:00-9:15 am  Welcome from Mayor Mark Luttrell, 

 City of Memphis 

9:15-10:45 am  Opening Plenary - Juvenile Justice 

 Reform in Shelby County  

11:30 am-12:30 pm Concurrent Workshops 

 Workshop A: Engaging Youth 

in their Communities 

 Workshop B: Building 

Alternatives to Detention by 

Partnering with Law 

Enforcement Agencies 

 Workshop C: Models for 

Organizing System-Involved 

Youth 

 Workshop D:  An Investigation 

into the Boundaries of our 

Juvenile Courts  

12:30-2:30 pm  Lunch and Closing Plenary - 

 Deincarceration in Kansas 

2:30-3:00 pm  Forum Completion and Farewell 

 from YJLI Host Committee 

 

Open to the Public 

 

INVITATION-ONLY 
 
8:30-9:45 am 
Breakfast 
Student Lounge 
 

9:45 am-11:00 am 

Advocacy Training  

Room 127 

We’ve heard all this, now what? This 

session marries personal experience 

and knowledge learned during the 

Forum so that participants begin 

working on ways to advocate for 

themselves and others in order to build 

a youth-led reformation of the juvenile 

justice system, and those impacted by 

it. 

 

Facilitators: 
 Kim McGill, Youth Justice 

Coalition 
 Cadeem Gibbs, Families United 

for Racial and Economic Equality 
 

11:00am-3:00 pm 

Join General Program 

8:30-9:00 am 
Breakfast 
Student Lounge 
 
9:00-9:15 am 
Welcome from Mayor Mark Luttrell, City of Memphis 
Wade Auditorium 
 
9:15-10:45 am 
Opening Plenary - Juvenile Justice Reform in Shelby 
County  
Wade Auditorium 
 
Over the past decade, systemic problems in Shelby 
County have been in the national spotlight. This opening 
plenary will provide an overview of the local juvenile 
justice landscape and the systemic reforms underway. 
Specifically, panelists will highlight work to reduce the use 
of detention, address racial and ethnic disparities, and 
improve access to counsel; and address the importance of 
these changes for juvenile justice reform nationally. 
 

Panelists:  Kimbrell Owens, Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative  (JDAI) 

Stephen Bush, Shelby County Public 
Defender  

Dean Peter Letsou, University of 
Memphis Law School  

Tim Curry, National Juvenile 
Defender Center  

 
Moderator:  Mark Soler, Center for Children’s Law 

and Policy  

 

This year, the Forum is hosted by the alumni of NJJN’s Youth Justice 

Leadership Institute (YJLI) — all of them NJJN members. Throughout the 

agenda, we’ve spotlighted some of these remarkable advocates and 

leaders. Just look for the spotlight symbol shown at right!  



 

10:45-11:00 am 
Break 
 
11:00 am-12:30 pm 
Concurrent Workshops 
Please choose one session to attend. 
 

Workshop A: Engaging Youth in their Communities  
Room 236 

This workshop, focusing on community voices in juvenile justice 
reform, will bring forward ideas regarding community education 
about the criminal justice system as well as how to support youth 
working to satisfy their community-based alternatives 
requirements. Much of the conversation will revolve around 
designing effective and responsive ways to engage youth, 
building the capacity of youth and adult teams, and providing 
differentiated supports. 

 
Panelists: Amir Whitaker, Southern Poverty Law Center, 

AL 
 Brad Watkins, Mid-South Center for Peace and Justice  
 LaJereka Hunt, Rising Junior, The Soulsville Charter School, Memphis, TN 
 
Moderator:  Christy Sampson-Kelly, Center for Educational Excellence in Alternative 

Settings (CEEAS), YJLI Alum 

LaShunda Hill ’13 
WASHINGTON, DC 
Public Safety and 
Performance Project Associate at Pew 
Charitable Trusts 

 
Ms. Hill possesses extensive knowledge 

of the most cutting-edge issues in youth 

justice on the state and national level. 

Her knowledge base includes provision 

of technical assistance to states and 

state compliance with court decisions. 

Chaz Arnett ’14 
PITTSBURGH, PA 
Visiting Professor of Law at 
University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law  

 
Mr. Arnett leads a partnership between 

Pitt Law and the Education Law Center, 

providing law students with hands-on 

involvement in issues related to educa-

tion and juvenile justice systems. It is the 

result of his Institute advocacy project. 

Natalie A. Collier ’13 
JACKSON, MS 
Director of Youth Initiatives at 
Children’s Defense Fund - 
Southern Regional Office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Collier is an authority on true 

empowerment of girls and young women. 

She brings much-needed attention and 

action to the efforts of Southern rural 

young women and girls. 

Elijah Wheeler ’14 
ROCKVILLE, MD 
Social Justice Director, 
Montgomery County  
Collaboration Council for Children, Youth 
and Families 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Wheeler is experienced in working 

with agency and community partners to 

analyze and actively redress policies and 

practices that lead to disparate treatment 

for all youth in Montgomery County, MD. 

 
Workshop B: Building Alternatives to Detention by Partnering with Law Enforcement Agencies 
Room 244 

The session will showcase a local Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) initiative that has 
successfully created and sustained a partnership with law enforcement resulting in improved services 
for both youth and law enforcement. An overview of the programs created with law enforcement will 
be presented; the session will also include an overview of legislative and court rule changes that 
states can pursue to scale up and sustain detention reform strategies as well as a discussion of 
obstacles and opportunities for pursuing such reforms in other jurisdictions.   

 
Panelists: Gary Cummings, LEAP  
 Jessica Feierman, Juvenile Law Center 
Moderator:   Helen Gándara, Scottsdale, AZ Police Department and YJLI Alum  

 
Workshop C: Models for Organizing System-Involved Youth 
Wade Auditorium 

This panel will highlight two youth organizing programs: Incarcerated Youth Speaking Out for Change, 
a local Memphis program training youth held in adult jails to be leaders in the justice reform 
movement, and California’s Youth Justice Coalition, where both youth and community engage to 
reform justice policies. Youth will discuss their advocacy work to date and organizers will share how 
other organizations can launch similar programs. 
 

Panelists: Mahal Burr, BRIDGES USA  
 Brandon Gaitor, BRIDGES USA and Brewer & Barlow, PLC 
 Incarcerated Youth Speaking Out for Change  
 Kim McGill, Youth Justice Coalition (CA)  
 Youth Justice Coalition Youth 

Maheen Kaleem ’14 
WASHINGTON, DC 
Staff Attorney/and Equal 
Justice Works Fellow  at 
Rights4Girls 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Kaleem advocates at the national, 

state, and local levels to bring visibility to 

specific vulnerabilities of girls and young 

women in the justice system, and the 

need to address gender-based violence 

as part of the movement for youth justice. 

Elissa Johnson ’13 
JACKSON, MS 
Judicial Law Clerk for the 
United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Mississippi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Johnson has significant experience 

in policy and litigation related to 

conditions of confinement and youth 

justice reform. She previously 

represented youth and families in school 

discipline and special education matters. 

Jason Smith ‘11 
LANSING, MI 
Youth Justice Policy 
Associate at the Michigan 
Council on Crime and Delinquency 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Smith’s experience includes social 

work, serving as a youth probation 

officer, and using data to evaluate a 

diversion program. Positive youth 

development and racial justice are 

important issues in his work. 



 
Workshop D:  An Investigation into the Boundaries of our Juvenile Courts  
Room 127 

Juvenile courts are not fixed in their structure, but rather have evolved over time in response to the 
latest research on what works. In the last 10 years, we’ve seen an explosion of interest in and 
advocacy around the boundaries of the juvenile court itself. Advocates, researchers and practitioners 
have been asking, “What is the lowest age at which it is reasonable to hold a youth accountable in a 
court setting? What makes sense as the upper age limit for juvenile court? What about youth who 
have committed serious offenses and youth who are emerging into adulthood: should they still be in 
juvenile court? And how does the growing science around adolescent and brain development inform 
these discussions?“ This panel will investigate four salient trends in juvenile justice reform: 1) raising 
the lower age of juvenile court jurisdiction; 2) ensuring all states at least have 18 as the minimum 
age for adult criminal responsibility; 3) ending the transfer of youth into the adult system; and 4) 
extending the jurisdiction of juvenile court to include emerging adults.   

 
Panelists: Vincent Schiraldi, Harvard Kennedy School, Program in Criminal Justice 

Policy and Management 
 Ebony Howard, Southern Poverty Law Center, AL  
 Naoka Carey, Citizens for Juvenile Justice, MA 
 
Moderator: Abby Anderson, Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance  

 
 
 
 
 

Rashad Hawkins ’12 
BALTIMORE, MD 
Executive Director,  
B’More Awesome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Hawkins has deep experience in 

successful community mobilizations led 

by youth. Through B’More Awesome, he 

utilizes the arts, youth leadership, and 

activism to position Baltimore youth to 

effect systemic change.. 

Kelly Gilbreth ’13 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
Sacred Circle Program 
Coordinator, Founder of 7th 
Direction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Gilbreth has real expertise in 

culturally specific policies and therapeutic 

programs for adolescent indigenous girls. 

Likewise, she utilizes a multigenerational 

framework to foster broad support for 

systemic change. 

Ekundayo Igeleke ’14 
COLUMBUS, OH 
Executive Director, 
University Area Enrichment 
Association 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Igeleke is anchored in community 

response to the issues facing its 

members. He is an experienced youth 

and education organizer. 

 

12:30-2:30 pm 
Lunch and Closing Plenary - Deincarceration in Kansas 
Wade Auditorium - Pick up lunch in the Student Lounge  

Youth incarceration is harmful, costly and ineffective. This plenary will provide attendees with an 
overview of the research and best practices around deincarceration and will highlight recent juvenile 
justice reforms in Kansas via SB 367. Panelists will share strategies for achieving population 
reduction and facility closures as a part of statewide deincarceration campaigns. 

 
Panelists:  

Liz Ryan, Youth First Initiative 
Benet Magnuson, Kansas Appleseed 
Ruth Rosenthal, Pew Charitable Trusts  
Tadeo Melean, Kansas Appleseed Youth Organizer 
Judge Mary Thrower, Kansas Juvenile Court  
 

Moderator: 
Da’Quon Beaver, JustChildren VA, and the RISE for Youth Campaign 

 
2:30-3:00  
Forum Completion and Farewell from YJLI Host Committee 
Wade Auditorium 

Helen Gándara ’12 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 
Assistant Chief, Scottsdale 
Police Department 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Gándara participates on local and 

statewide youth justice initiatives that 

promote fair and equitable outcomes for 

youth. She advocates for increased 

community support and has improved 

practices related to youth and families.  

Anthony DiMartino ’14 
SACRAMENTO, CA 
Jesse M. Unruh Assembly 
Fellow, California State Assembly  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. DiMartino advocates for youth justice 

within the California State Assembly, 

where he works for  Assemblywoman 

Shirley Weber. His knowledge of the 

inner workings makes him a most 

effective legislative champion. 

Rene Diaz Casas ’15 
SALINAS, CA 
Program/Policy Coordinator, 
Motivating Individual Leader-
ship for Public Advancement (MILPA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Casas carries a proud legacy of 

community organizing with a social 

justice lens. He has created a 

development program to build community 

leadership for making systemic changes 

in youth justice policies and practices. 



 

 Andrus Family Foundation 

 Annie E. Casey Foundation 

 The Herb Block Foundation 

 Public Welfare Foundation 

 The Tow Foundation 

Our work is also made possible by member dues, partner contributions, and donations from committed 
advocates like you! 

 
 Natalie A. Collier, YJLI Alum 

 Erin Davies, Juvenile Justice Coalition (OH) 

 Kate Duvall, Legal Aid Justice Center (VA) 

 Helen Gándara, YJLI Alum 

 Kelly Gilbreth, YJLI Alum 

 LaShunda Hill, YJLI Alum 

 Elissa Johnson, YJLI Alum 

 Maheen Kaleem, YJLI Alum 

 Jim Moeser, Wisconsin Council on Children 
& Families 

 Erika Stallworth, YJLI Alum 

 Elijah Wheeler, YJLI Alum 

 

 Cadeem Gibbs, Youth Programming 

 Quinn Kareem Rallins, Racial Justice 

Training 

 

Laura Furr  

Helen Gándara  

Kelly Gilbreth  

Frankie Guzman  

LaShunda Hill  

Jody Owens 

Camilla Roberson  

Liane Rozzell  

Erika Stallworth  

 

 

Abby Anderson 

Kirstin Cornnell 

Garien Gatewood 

Dustina Gill 

Rodd Monts 

Keri Nash 

Beth Rosenberg 

Liz Ryan 

Ashley Sawyer 

Shaundra Scott 

JoAnne Talarico 

Tracey Tucker 

Sharon Weitzenhof 

Darnell Williams 

Gina Womack 

Eric Zogry  

   

Christy Sampson-
Kelly ’14 
WASHINGTON, DC 
Director of Practitioner 
Support, Center for Educational 
Excellence in Alternative Settings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Sampson-Kelly has created a model 

process for working with secure and 

education staff to improve overall 

conditions in secure facilities. Her 

knowledge of policies impacting the 

education of confined youth is broad and 

deep. 

Kathy Wright ’14 
SUCCASUNNA, NJ & 
ELIZABETH, NJ 

Executive Director, New  

Jersey  Parents Caucus (NJPC) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family and youth leadership is the 

linchpin of Ms. Wright’s efforts. Her 

experience with youth justice and mental 

health systems as a parent is primary in 

her analysis of those systems. Through 

her leadership, NJPC conducted an 

analytical survey of confined youth in the 

state, revealing the injustices in the 

state’s current juvenile justice policies. 

Kate Duvall, VA, Co-Chair 

Jody Owens, MS and YJLI 

alum, Co-Chair 

Erin Davies, OH 

LaShunda Hill, DC YJLI Alum 

Annie Lee, WA 

Polly McKinney, GA 

Erika Stallworth, IN YJLI Alum 

Gina Womack, LA 

Kathy Wright, NJ YJLI Alum 

David Schmidt, NM (Liaison to 

Coalition for Juvenile Jus-

tice) 



 

Naoka Carey 

Kirstin Cornnell  

Carmen Daugherty 

Erin Davies 

Kate Duvall 

Mishi Faruqee  

Tara Grieshop-Goodwin  

JauNae Hanger 

Lara Herscovitch 

LaShunda Hill  

Mallory LaPierre 

Usha Maharajh 

Jim Moeser 

John Neubauer 

Bikila Ochoa  

Jose Andres "Shea" Rosario 

Lauren Rose 

Beth Rosenberg 

Liane Rozzell 

David Schmidt  

Riya Shah 

Theo Shaw  

Donna Sheen 

Diane Sierpina 

Adlai Small 

Kristen Staley 

Juliet Summers 

Jason Szanyi 

Sharon Weitzenhof 

Eli Baumwell 

Hillary Behrman 

Andrea Gentile 

Jennifer Lutz 

Polly McKinney 

Marcy Mistrett 

Jim Moeser 

Nicole Pittman 

Lauren Rose 

Riya Shah 

Meghan Walsh 

Lynn Wu 

   


